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This conunuxiicatioQ is responsive to the final Office Action dated December 22, 2003, 
Applicant has not amended any claims. Gaims 1*16 and 19-24 are pending. Claim 22 is allowed. 
Claims 14, 20 and 21 are objected to as being dependent on rqected base claims, but the 
Examine indicated that daims 14, 20 and 21 would be allowable if rewritten into indepen d^ 
form. 

In the final Office Action, the Examiner rejected daims 1-8, 1 1-13, 15-16, and 19 under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fisfce (US 6,078,468) Oiercafter Hsfce); and rejected 
daims 9-10, 23 and 24 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being uti^at^itable over Fiske in view of Jewell 
et al. (US 5,526,182) (hereafter Jewell). 

Applicant respectfiilly traverses die rqecdons. The applied references &il to disdose or 
suggest the invention defined by Applicant's claims, and provide no teaching that would have 
suggested the dedrabiUty of modification to airive at the claimed invention. In particular, ndther 
Hske nor Jewell disdoses or suggests a writii^ array modulatabie light sources formed on a 
substrate and a reading an^ of modulatabie light sources/OTwe^/ on a separate substrate^ as 
redted in Applicant's r^ected independrat daims. For this reason, all priding rgections should 
be withdrawn and the daims allowed. 

In the previous Office Action^ tl^ ETcamin^ bad rgedted some of AppUcant^s claims under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being antidpated by US Patent 5,619,488 to Ota et al. (hereaft^ Ota); and 
rejected oth^ daims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as bdng unpatentable over Ota in view Jewdl. 
Applicant responded to the previous Office Action by amending the tnd^endent daims to darify 
that the writing array and reading arrays are formed on separate substrates. 

In response to Applicant's amendments^ the Examhier withdrew the previous rejections. 
However, the ETcaminer has issued new rejections based on Fiske and proposed modifications to 
Fiske in view of Jewell. The problem with the new rejections, however, is the same problem that 
Applicant addressed with respect to the old rejections. In particular, Fiske, like the other 
refb^ences, does not appear to disdose or suggest a writing array of modulatabie light sources 
formed on a substrate and a reading array of modulatabie light sources formed on a separate 
substrate^ as recited in Applicant's claims. For this reason, all pending rejections should be 
withdrawn and the claims allowed. 
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In fonnulating his rationale for the new rejections, the Exammer stated that Fiske discloses 
a data storage and retrieval apparatus having a read and/or write head, i^ch comprises a linear 
arrangemeirt of Vertical Cavity Suifece Emitting Las^s (92), an objective Iots (microlens anay 
96 including focusing lens 98) for each VCSEL, and a detector (94) to receive a srt of one or 
more beams emanated from the reading array of VCSEL and reflected from the target medium 
(disk 48). The Examiner then dted column 15, lines 21-25, of Fiske as suggesting that multiple 
heads can be used for reading and writing wherein the read laser beam is of a different frequem^ 
than the write las^ beam. Based on this passage, the Examiner stated that it would have been 
obvious to implement separate VCSEL arrays for reading and writing such that the writing array 
comprises a first array of VCSELs and the reading array a second array of VCSELs. 

Applicant's claims, however, require a writing array of modulatable Ught sources formed 
on a substrate and a reading array of modulatable light sources formed on a separate substrate. In 
his analysis, the Examiner did not even address this feature, which recites that the different arrays 
are on separate substrates. 

Fiske appears to lack any suggestion of the use of a writing array of modulatable light 

sources formed on a substrate and a reading array of modulatable light sources formed on a 

separate substrate* The fijll passage of Fiske \^ch was dted by the Examiner merely states: 

in embodiments employing heads capable of reading and writing, using electron trapping 
optical memory technology, preferably the read laser beam is of a different frequency than 
the write beam. 

Applicant is entirely confijsed as bow the Examiner thinks the quoted statement indtides any 
suggestion of the use of separate substrates for the writing array and reading array. Even 
assuxning that Fiske discloses the use of two cUff^ent VCSEL arrays, Fiske cleariy lacks any 
suggestion of the use of separate substrates for different VCSEL arrays. 

Fiske, like Ota and JeweQ, lacks any disclosure or suggestion of a writing array of 
modulatable light sources fomied on a substrate and a reading array of modulatable li^ sources 
formed on a separate substrate, as claimed. Reconsideration of the pending claims is cotuteously 
soliched. 
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CONCLUSION 

For at least the reasons set forth above^ the rqected independent claims 1, 1 1^ 23 and 24 
and the coire^nduig dependort claims are in conation for allowance. Applicant does not 
acquiesce to any of the Exanuner's chatacterizations of the applied references with respect to the 
features redted m Applicant's daims. Applicant respectfully requests recon^deration and prompt 
allowance of all pending claims. Please charge any additional fbes or oedit ai^ overpayment to 
deposit account number 09-0069. The Examiner is invited to telephone the below-signed 
attorney to discuss this application. 
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